The Camera, the Tripod, the Microphone, and the Lights

1) Sound comes in two varieties, (I) camera mounted mic (aka, natural sound) and (ii) hand-held microphones for interviews. It's been said that the most important part of the video is the audio. You can't have good videography without good audio, especially natural/ambient sound to go with video. Make sure the audio levels are consistent throughout the story and that the audio always matches the video. For example, if you talk about a red barn, we need to see a red barn.

2) What you have for equipment is not as important as what you do with that equipment. The camera and the tripod go together - a must for interviews and stand-ups. Steady shots are achieved by using a tripod.

3) Use a tripod at all times! NO EXCEPTIONS: 3 legs are better than 2. A must for interviews.

A. Keep mic close during interviews and stand-ups.

B. Natural sound must be used for all pictures - if you see it, you have to be able to hear it

4) Shot composition: Frame the shot correctly by using the rule of thirds.  Place the person's eyes in the upper third of the viewfinder.
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5) Lighting: Always shoot with the major light source at your back. Do not shoot your subject sitting in front of bright windows. Use a main or key light on the face of the person being interviewed and a back light to define depth of field behind the person.

6) One way to assure the quality of your pictures, whether inside or outside; is to manually white balance and manually focus your camera EVERY TIME YOU SHOOT OR CHANGE ENVIRONMENTS. The purpose of white balancing is to tell the camera what white is...then all of the other colors will be correct. If your pictures are blue or pink, you haven't white balanced.

White Balance

*** To use the manual white balance and focus, zoom in as tight as possible on a white object - e.g. a shirt or piece of paper. Take the camera off auto focus and then manually focus your camera; right after that, white balance by pushing the white balance button. Then zoom out. Do this every time you change environments and you will increase the chances of getting good, clean color and a clear picture.
7) When shooting stand-ups make sure they are not in front of a brick wall because it is a flat surface. To try to get some depth, the reporter should have some kind of action going on behind them. Or, shoot the stand-up in front of a sign. That way the reporter is placed within the context of the story.

8) When shooting interviews, never have the reporter in the shot. Only the person being interviewed should be seen.

9) During the editing process, you choose the pictures to match the script and you choose the sound bites--the short portions of interviews. Sound bites are used to explain emotion or details of the story. When introducing a speaker never say "we spoke to John".... or "Jane Smith explained...." Instead, summarize the main point of the story as a bridge to present the details the interviewee will talk about in the bite.

