Field Camera Vocabulary List

Alternating Current (AC):
Alternating Current. An electric current with periodically changing polarity (i.e. 60 times a second for 60Hz power). (Current from a typical household receptical)
Angle of View:
This is the size of the field covered by a lens, measured in degrees. However, because of the aperture masks in film, the angle of view for a given lens is generally described in terms of the height and width of a lens. (Cinematography).

Camera Angle:

The view point chosen from which to photograph a subject. (Cinematography

Camera Log:
A record sheet giving details of the scenes or shots photographed on a particular roll of negative.

Camera Stabilization


A rule that promotes the use of a tripod or stable recording.
Cutaway:
A single shot inserted into a sequence of shots that momentarily interrupts the flow of action, usually introducing a pertinent detail. (Production/Editing)

Center of Interest 

Each picture should have only one principal idea to which the viewer's eyes are 
attracted. Subordinate elements within the picture must support and focus 
attention on the principal feature so it alone is emphasized.
Cut off Points  Framing points to avoid when composing a shot such as at the knee, 
neck, elbow or waist..
Depth of Field:
The amount of space within lens view which will maintain acceptable focus at given settings (i.e. camera speed, film speed, lens aperture). 
It is the distance between the nearest and farthest objects in a scene that appear acceptably sharp in an image. (Cinematography)

Direct Current (DC)


The unidirectional flow of electric charge (Current from a battery)
Dolly Shot:
Any shot made from a moving dolly. These may also be called tracking or traveling shots. (Production)
Flash Memory 

A computer storage chip that can be electrically erased and reprogrammed.
Headroom 


Proper spacing around the subject’s head 
Iris:
A variable aperture that controls exposure or the amount of light which is released from a lighting unit. (Camera/Lighting)

Lead room


Generally, when a subject is moving in a particular direction, space is provided at 
the side of the frame for the subject(s) to "move into."
Lens: A transparent structure made of glass or other material, with at least one curved 
surface, which causes the light rays passing through it to converge or diverge in a 
controlled fashion.
NTSC:
National Television Standards Committee. The organization that sets the American broadcast and videotape format standards for the FCC. Color television is currently set at 525 lines per frame, 29.97 frames per second.

Overlapping and Matching Action:
Repeating part of the action in one shot at the beginning of the next shot, or covering the action with two or more cameras, then matching the overlaps on the editing table for the purpose of making a smooth cut on action. (Film Editing)

PAL (Phase Alternating Line):
The European color television standard that specifies a 25Hz frame rate and 625 lines per frame.

Reaction Shot:
A shot of a player listening while another player's voice continues on the sound track. (Production)

Rule of Thirds

The total image area of a shot divided vertically and horizontally into three equal 
sections, like a tic tac toe board. Although it's often desirable to place the center 
of interest somewhere along the two horizontal and two vertical lines, 

generally composition is even stronger if the center of interest falls near  one of 
the four cross-points illustrated in the photo on  the right below.
Selective Focus


The use of limited depth of field to emphasize one part of an image 
Shotgun Mic:
A highly directional microphone, usually with a long, tubular body; used by the production sound mixer on location or on the set for film and television productions.

