HOW A REPORTER GATHERS NEWS

· First and foremost, keep up with current events, be it local or worldwide. This often helps you with your news gathering; story ideas and background information come from reading the newspaper every day.

· Look at the story idea, determine who would be a good person to interview - can they contribute to the story or make it interesting? A "professional" or "Joe Q. Public" type of person may need to be interviewed for the story.

· Make phone calls. Get background information through the phone interviews. A lot of times you'll uncover new, more interesting information that could give the story yet a different spin or lead you to another person you should interview.

· Also make sure you think about "visuals." After all, television news is a visual medium. You'll find while out on a story you'll "see" something happen ...often times that action will help you tell your story or will become your story.

· A "dry" story does not have a lot of visuals. It often happens with court hearings, news conferences and other types of meetings. Try to think what other video pictures you can use to liven up your story.

· Try to outline in your mind the story structure based on information you've read or gathered through the phone calls. With that in mind, when you conduct the interview, refer to your list of questions you want to ask the subject. Be sure to ask the 5 W's and an H (WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW.)
One of the most important things a reporter does is report the facts. Be sure to double check your facts. Check your facts with at least two sources and don't report rumors. You also don't want to put your opinion into the story. It is important to get the "expert" on tape, not your opinions.

