PLANNING YOUR STORY
(BEFORE YOU SHOOT, WRITE OR EDIT)
Narrow the focus of your story

· Discuss the story you want to present. Reduce it to a central issue that can be covered within :50 seconds.

· Decide how to balance your report

· Is there more than one side to this issue? Do we need to seek out another viewpoint? Allow someone to answer an allegation. This is critical. You must present both sides.

· Determine who should be interviewed

· Make a list of questions. Research and contact people who can supply information both on and off camera. Be sure to ask the 5 W s and H. (Who, What, When, Where, Why, & How)

· Pre-interview your subjects

· Ask questions ahead of time to gather facts and determine who you want to interview on camera. Put the most dynamic speaker(s) on tape! Use the others for background.

· Plan what video will be needed

· Talk with your videographer about the story. Plan how you will marry pictures and words to tell the story.

The Reporters Stand-up

Generally, but not always, a reporter will end their story on camera. These are the necessary elements for a stand-up.

•
The reporter should be in front of some sort of action or in front of a sign.

•
The reporter's audio must be clear and audible.

•
The reporter must summarize the story in some way and not just tag out the story by saying "From location, I'm Amanda Gumbs reporting ...(1 second pause)"

