The Teleprompter Operator

A teleprompter is a device used in video, film and TV that prompts actors for lines that may be forgotten or missed. Teleprompters are also used for speeches and for providing information such as a news anchor or reporter. The teleprompter operator transcribes scripts or recording into readable banners or special screens that are used to prompt people to remember what they are to say. Some teleprompter information may be provided in advance in the form of audio or videotape that must be transcribed into text format. 

Teleprompter operators must have a good working knowledge of the language being used in the film, and must also be able to work with various individuals in the film that have different speech patterns. Since the teleprompter operator must match the information on the screen with what is occurring in the scene it is very important that they have an ability to work in highly distracting settings and under considerable pressure. 

A teleprompter operator needs to have excellent organizational, time management and communication skills. Since they are part of the production team they will be required to attend planning meetings as well as operate the teleprompter during the event or filming. Most teleprompter operators work flexible hours and may have to work long hours, evening and weekends to complete filming on schedule. A college degree in English, communications, film or a related field is often an asset. Excellent computer and keyboard skills are also required. 

Common work activities include:

· Setting up and data entering information for the scene, script or speech in advance of the filming or event. 

· Editing, correcting and ensuring accuracy of the information entered into the teleprompter. 

· Providing translation from audio or video sources into text format that can be read by the teleprompter machine. 

· Managing timelines and schedules to ensure that information is available on time or well in advance of filming. 

· Traveling to various on and off site shoot locations as required by the production. 

· Coordinating various aspects of the data entry and scheduling equipment as needed. 

