"TELL ME A STORY..."
The reporter's job is to tell the audience a story. No matter what the news, their goal is always the same: To inform viewers by putting them into the action and allowing them to experience the story.
Television reporters have the unique opportunity to incorporate video pictures and sound into their reports. Because of this, reporter voice tracks are written to "fill-in" the holes and gaps of information that the video and sound bites don't provide.

Your goal as a Silk City News Reporter, is to tell the story through the use of pictures and remarks from speakers, known as "sound bites." The introduction of a sound bite must flow smoothly, without ever breaking the action or interrupting the flow of a story. It is critical you introduce each and every speaker verbally. 
Example:
A little boy named Jeffrey is very sick and has a very rare heart disease. You have a sound bite of the doctor telling you about how the disease is very rare, but coming under control. How can you introduce this?

Not so good:
Reporter:
"We talked with Dr. John Doe and here's what he had to say about the baby's 


               condition."

Doctor:

"Jeffrey's disease is very rare but his condition is stable and should continue to improve  
          as he gets older."

Good:
Reporter:
"According to Dr. John Doe, the baby's condition is called `X Syndrome' and is a 

               genetic disease "

Doctor:

"Jeffrey's disease is very rare but his condition is stable and should continue to improve 
          as he gets older."

By having the reporter give information as well as the speaker's name, the story continues without a break in the action. Remember, the reporter's goal is to tell the story, not be the story. Never say "We spoke to..." or "We talked with." Include the speaker in the story by making them the center of the action. 
Another way to introduce the sound bite is to paraphrase the sentence before the sound bite you want to use.

Example:
Lets say the person being interviewed said:

"Students need to have some responsibility, but if they work all the time it can be hard on them. Student can end up having late nights, no sleep and doing poorly in school because they have too many responsibilities."

Now, you want to introduce this guidance councilor and since your story is about how much kids work, this is a good sound bite. Here is one way to introduce this person...

Reporter:
"According to Guidance Councilor John Doe, students can work too much."

Interviewee:
"Students can end up having late nights, no sleep and doing poorly in school because 
 
              they have too many responsibilities"

That is how to paraphrase what the councilor said and it introduces the sound bite naturally. The story still flows between the reporter voice over and the sound bite. Also, you have told us why we should care about this person ...they are a guidance councilor (an expert) and their opinion is important to the story.

Remember, interviews are used to convey passion and emotion. The reporter reports the facts and the interviewee gives us a glimpse into the reason they are doing what they are doing.

